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SUMMARY

As the welfare of the people is emphasized as one of main visions of the new
government affairs, actively coping with the people’s various welfare demands
becomes the central issue in making governmental policies. As the overall emphasis
of welfare policy has switched towards highlighting the welfare of general public
from focusing primarily on specific social classes, beneficiaries of welfare programs
and policy measures needs to be changed conforming the shift.

In current welfare system, demographic and social characteristics have been the
primary criteria for selecting welfare beneficiaries, not considering the spatial
heterogeneity of potential beneficiaries. However, it is necessary to identify where
potential beneficiaries for specific welfare programs reside to apply effectively
welfare policies on demand in consideration of regional differences (urban vs.
rural).

To enforce effective welfare policy on demand, it is necessary to diagnose the
spatial disparity between demand and supply of welfare infrastructure and to
establish region-specific spatial welfare policy measures. Especially, the primary
focus needs to be put on understanding systematically the spatial dimension of
welfare demand of the aged for living infrastructure and examining if welfare

programs for the aged are properly run corresponding to high demand areas.

SUMMARY 97



This study aims at proposing comprehensive spatial welfare diagnostic model
to determine where to put priorities in terms of enforcing welfare program for
the aged, and drawing some implications for effective welfare policy establishment.
It is expected that the study highlights the significance of geographic space in
enforcing welfare programs and contributes to making welfare policies on demand
to be effectively applied where demand and supply shows considerable differences.
For the model proposed in this study to be widely utilized in other areas, however,
it is necessary to understand the spatial aspect of welfare system and to establish
monitoring system to ensure if welfare programs to be properly enforced especially
in those highly demanded local areas. To achieve this goal, cooperative governance
system among various departments and/or ministries of concern needs to be

preceded.
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