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Government of India World Bank UNESCO Government of Italy

(Draft Announcement, October 2012)

CULTURAL HER!TAGE AND HISTORIC CITIES IN SOUTH ASIA
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

New Delhi, Mafch/April 2013

The Government of India, the World Bank, UNESCO and the Government of Italy are organizing
and hosting an International Conference on Cultural Heritage and Historic Cities in South Asia,
to take place in New Delhi at dates to be defined between the months of March and April 2013.
The Conference is supported by the World Bank’s Multi Donor Trust Fund for Cultural Heritage
and Sustainable Tourism (MDTF) of which the Governments of India and of Italy are founding
partners and by the Urbanization Knowledge Platform (UKP) hosted by the World Bank.

The International Conference will have the following key objectives: 7} to enable participants
from India and other South Asia countries to review policies and programs for the rehabilitation
of urban cultural heritage assets and historic urban landscapes; b) to present relevant
international best practices drawing from the experience of Italy, from development projects
supported by the World Bank and UNESCO, and other sources; and c) to present the
preliminary results of the on-going activities financed by the MDTF in India and elsewhere, in
view of its forthcoming replenishment and likely expansion to other partners.

The conference will be a two-day event, followed by optional site visits to cultural sites and
historic cities (such as Jaipur, Agra, Fatepour Sikri, Varanasi) by conference participants.



Participants will be from India and the other seven South Asian countries, and will be selected
on the basis of their roles in past, on-going or forthcoming projects on cultural heritage and
historic cities management. Presenters will include representatives of cities or agencies that
have successfully implemented historic city regeneration internationally, as well as academia.
It is expected that Italy, as India's partner in the MDTF, will provide speakers and case studies.
Others presenters will be selected from various regions of the world and relevant institutions.

The conference will be the opportunity to show-case projects related to cultural heritage and
historic cities in the World Bank's portfolio and pipeline, the technical assistance activities of
UNESCO in this area, the progress made by the two pilot programs supported by the MDTF in
the region (India and Bhutan), the results of previous studies supported by the Italian Trust
Fund for Culture and Sustainable Development in South Asia, as well as significant initiatives by
national and local governments, other specialized agencies and non-governmental
organizations ( Aga Khan Trust, GIZ, INTACH, etc.) in the South Asia region, and other agencies.

Appropriate visual and written documentation will be prepared for the conference, the format
of which will be highly interactive. Related materials and results will be disseminated through a
variety of web-based communication tools, and will include a final comprehensive publication.

The design and organization of the International Conference is the responsibility of a joint
working group which includes representatives of the four key institutions, and headed by the
World Bank. It is currently seeking the support of other international institutions interested in
contributing both financial and technical resources to the design and implementation of the
International Conference on Cultural Heritage and Historic cities in South Asia.

For further information, please contact:

Anthony G. Bigio, Urban Cultural Heritage Coordinator, The World Bank
abigio@worldbank.org phone +(202) 473-6304
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