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SUMMARY

Study on parenting-friendly housing policy in response to low fertility

Kim Jeehye, Lee Jaechoon, Lee Giljae, Kim Jungin, Joe Hanjin

Key words: Patenting—friendly housing policy, housing support policy,
housing infrastructure support policy, housing service support policy

The government’s paradigm in response to low fertility has recently changed
from enhancement of fertility to guarantee of the quality of life in all households
and expansion of social investment regarding future generation. This signifies
that the government has started to recognize low fertility as something that had
to be adapted to instead of something that had to be overcome and this also
signifies that the policy stance has also changed towards minimizing various
social side effects arising from low fertility. However, one of the important
factors that determine the household’s quality of life is housing issues. To raise
a child, it is necessary to have a house for stable residence and there must be
an infrastructure in place that offers education, child care, health and medical,
culture and sports activities for children around the place of residence.
Moreover, it is necessary to provide services that support not only children but
also parenting activities of parents centered on the place of residence, starting
from child care services to life support services for parenting households.

However, the current housing policy is focused on housing support policies such
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as supply of public housing, financial support for housing and housing allowance.
Therefore, in line with the evolving paradigm of low fertility policy, housing policy
also has to shift its focus to securing the quality of life in parenting households.

This purpose of this study is to propose the development measures of parenting-
friendly housing policy in response to low fertility paradigm that has changed.
Prior to a full analysis, the concept of parenting-friendly housing policy which
is still unfamiliar was established and the components as well as the scope were
defined. Parenting-friendly housing policy refers to a policy that provides various
housing supports to families, high quality housing infrastructure and housing
services to eliminate difficulties in parenting and protection of children from daily
and emotional perspectives. Furthermore, the components of parenting-friendly
housing policy includes housing support policy, housing infrastructure support
policy and housing service support policy. Housing support policy refers to supply
of housing for parenting households, financial support for housing and housing
allowance policy while housing infrastructure support policy refers to establishing
and supporting good housing infrastructure for raising children so it refers to
facilities that residents use together in the house or that supports the lives of
residents. Housing service support policy refers to services related to housing that
a child and parents would receive as support in parenting process and is largely
classified into parenting life support and parenting community support service.

As a result of analyzing the current housing policy, current housing status of
parenting houses, actual condition of policy support and the like based on such
concept and components of parenting-friendly housing policy, 97.1% of married
women (aged 15~49) responded by saying that government’s support for
childbirth and parenting was necessary and among them, 38.8% responded by
saying that the absolute support of the government was necessary. As for

desirable social condition for parenting, it was in the order of income
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enhancement and stabilization of employment (22.4%), stabilization of housing
price (21.1%), creation of safe and pleasant parenting environment (10.5%),
resolution of burden of parenting cost (9.9%), provision of housing service
related to parenting (9.8%), indicating that housing policy was an important
element in parenting. In addition, as for the factor that had to be reinforced
further in the parenting-friendly housing policy, the expansion of infrastructure
(facility) related to parenting was the highest with 35.9% followed by housing
service support for parents and children with 17.9% and expansion of financial
support for housing with 17.6%. In case of housing support service, the average
monthly living expenses of a household with a child below the age of 12 was
KRW 2.782 million which was higher than a general household (KRW 2.038
million) and newly-wed (KRW 2.405 million) so there may be difficulty in
accumulating wealth relatively.

Of course, the required support areas differed slightly depending on the type
of housing (apartment house) or region (big city, small and medium city, rural
village). For example, for parenting households living in non-apartment, facility
expansion was more urgent compared to apartment residents due to low
accessibility to housing infrastructure related to parenting. As per region, the
analysis showed that the intention to use places with outdoor activities (vegetable
garden, promenade etc.), library and others was high in big cities while the
intention to use after-school study classrooms (care space for elementary school
students) or joint childraising shelter was high in rural villages so the expansion
of related infrastructure and service was required. In relation to housing
services, the importance of child care service was the highest, followed by the
order of parenting program or household chore support service. Such result is
similar regardless of region or housing type and the importance of child care

service was relatively higher in apartment, big, small and medium city and
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non-public rental households.

Based on such analysis result, the policy development measures per components
of parenting-friendly housing policy are proposed as follows. First, with regard
to housing support policy, it is necessary expand the subject of policy from the
current newly-wed to household with children as the housing support policy
required for newly-weds and households with a child below the age of 12 is almost
similar. Second, when it comes to supplying public housing, improvements
considering the policy demand for parenting households such as shift to rental
fee system in consideration of the income level of household, appointment of
site considering housing infrastructure such as education facility, increase in
exclusive space use and others are necessary. Third, review on preventing labelling
effect and regional slumism which may occur in the current rental housing
supply system as well as the basic direction of rental housing supply in the form
of combined class and household instead of specialized complex when considering
the change in life stages of the resident seems to be required. Forth, the subject
of policy on financial support system for housing has to be expanded to households
with children in order to support the wealth accumulation of parenting household
and considerations must be made on measures such as developing savings with
favorable interest rate.

As for the development measures of housing infrastructure support policy,
it is necessary expand the supply of housing infrastructure related to parenting
by considering the region and housing type and it is required to implement
compulsory care space within apartment housing through amendment of law
and regarding non-apartment housing, it is necessary to supply facilities with
multiple functions in connection with the existing infrastructure supply project
such as Urban Regeneration Recognition system or Living SOC projects. As for

housing service support policy, measures of expanding parenting-related housing
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service to enhance the children as well as parents’ quality of life and expanding
the model housing service cases that are recently being implemented in Newly-
wed Hope Town or Happy Housing to the private sector can be considered. Also,
considering the case of community housing and joint childraising and others
that are receiving increasing attention among parenting households, it is necessary
to foster specialized group and expand public institute’s support so that
community-centered parenting service could settle in well in terms of policy.
Lastly, in order for such parenting-friendly housing policy to be operated
effectively and for parenting households that require the policy to receive actual
support, connecting the policies of the relevant ministries that are currently
implementing parenting-related policies is essential above all. Therefore, from
the mid/long-term perspective, it is necessary to improve the currently divided
policy implementation system by preparing a cooperation system between the
governmental departments. Furthermore, considering the fact that it is not easy
to obtain information even if the government is implementing various parenting
support policies, a parenting information platform capable of playing the role
of a medium in collecting opinions has to be set up in order to enhance the
user’s information accessibility and to complement and improve policies in the
future. Lastly, the role of the local government that is the actual implementing
entity and that can analyze the policy demand of parenting households as well as
the problems of the current policy must be extended and a mutual cooperation
system must be set up so that the voices of the site can actually be reflected

in the policy that is analyzed and planned by the central government.
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